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COVID-19

China rejects WHO’s plan
to probe Wuhan lab leak

Beijing: China on Thursday
categorically rejected the
WHO’s plan for the second
phase of coronavirus origin-
tracing in Wuhan, especially to
probe the lab leak theory, as it
dismissed reports that some of
the employees of the facility
were infected with the deadly
virus before it spread to the city
and the world.

China will not follow the
World Health Organisation’s
suggested plan on the second
phase of COVID-19 origin-
tracing, Zeng Yixin, the vice
minister of the National Health
Commission (NHC), told a
media briefing here.

The work plan on the sec-
ond-phase origins study pro-
posed by the WHO contains
language that does not respect
science, he said.

China’s broadside against
the WHO and its Director
General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, who previously
won Beijing’s praise and sup-
port for praising President Xi

Jinping’s handling of the coro-
navirus, came after he asked
China to be transparent and
provide raw data.

“Asking actually China to
be transparent, open and coop-
erate, especially on the infor-
mation, raw data that we asked
for at the early days of the pan-
demic. We owe it to the mil-
lions who suffered and the
millions who died to know
what happened,” he had said.

State-run Global Times
reported that the WHO on
Friday last proposed a second
phase study into the origins of
the coronavirus in China,
which includes all the labora-
tories and markets in Wuhan.

Zeng said the plan has list-
ed the hypothesis that China
had violated lab regulations and
leaked the virus as one of the
major research objectives, and
he was “very shocked” after
reading the proposal, state-
run China Daily reported.

Instead, the next-phase ori-
gin tracing should focus on var-

ious regions and countries, he
said, reiterating Beijing’s oft-
repeated claim that the coron-
avirus broke out in several
places in the world and China
was the first to report about it
in December, 2019 when it
emerged in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan.

Zeng said he was shocked
by the WHO’s work plan as it
has been compromised by
political manipulation and dis-
respect of scientific facts.

He said China had allowed
the WHO experts to visit all
places they wanted to go and
meet all people they wanted to
see early this year, adding that
the results of the WHO-China
joint study are able to stand the
test of time.

“We hope the WHO can
carefully consider the advice by
Chinese scientists, take inves-
tigating the origin of the
COVID-19 virus as a scientif-
ic question free from political
interference,” the vice minister
said. PTI

/ulu leader makes
plea to stop anti-India
sentiment in SA

Johannesburg: Prince
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the tra-
ditional prime minister of the
Zulu nation, has made an
impassioned plea for an end to
anti-Indian sentiment that has
seen rising tensions between
Indian-origin South Africans
and their Black compatriots.

The tensions have been
particularly high in the sprawl-
ing Indian township of
Phoenix, north of Durban, and
residents of three surrounding
Black areas following the deaths
of 22 people in Phoenix during
the riots and looting last week
by vigilante groups trying to
protect their businesses and
homes from looters.

The unrest started with
protests after the jailing of for-
mer president Jacob Zuma on
July 7, but rapidly degenerated
into mass mob looting and
arson allegedly fuelled by
poverty and unemployment.

Zuma was sentenced to 15
months imprisonment by the
country’s apex court for con-
tempt of court after he repeat-
edly refused to testify at the

Commission of Inquiry into
State Capture, where several
witnesses have implicated him
in corruption.

President Cyril Ramaphosa
has called the incidents “a
failed insurrection” in an
organised way. Buthelezi said in
an interview on TV channel
Newzroom Afrika (sic) that
Indians and Blacks had lived
side-by side for generations, as
he decried the killings in
Phoenix.

“This (the killings) is most
unfortunate. The people who
did this are very stupid, because
they should have known
beforehand what was likely to
follow after that, that there
would be feelings of wanting to
retaliate,” Buthelezi said.

“T've always lived cheek-by-
jowl with the Indian people.
Some of the Indians are com-
mitted to social cohesion,
because there is no future if we
don’t promote and consolidate
social cohesion,” said the 92-
year-old politician who started
the mainly-Zulu Inkatha
Freedom Party in 1975. PTI

Hong Kong police
arrests 5 trade union
members for sedition

Hong Kong: Hong Kong police
on Thursday arrested five trade
union members over children’s
books they described as sedi-
tious, and a court denied bail
for four editors and journalists
held on charges of endangering
national security, as part of a
widening crackdown on dissent
in the city.

The five who were arrest-
ed are members of the General
Association of Hong Kong
Speech Therapists, according to
local media reports.

The association published
three children’s books that Li
Kwai-wah, a senior superin-
tendent of the national securi-
ty department, said have sedi-
tious intent.

The books feature stories
that revolve around a village of
sheep that has to deal with
wolves from a different village.
The sheep take action like
going on strike or escaping by
boat, according to the synopses
published on the association”s

website.

Li said that the stories ref-
erenced the 12 Hong Kong
activists who were arrested at
sea while trying to flee the city,
after most of them were
charged in connection with
massive anti-government
protests in 2019.

There was also a story
about wolves who are “cruel
and try to occupy the area”
where the sheep live, and try to
kill them, Li said.

“Of course, when we pros-
ecute the case, we are not the
one to prove that these mate-
rials have actually caused the
inciting to others,” said Li.

“And the children, maybe
because of the information inside

. can turn their mind and
develop a moral standard against
the society” The 2019 rallies call-
ing for more civil rights and uni-
versal suffrage shook Hong Kong
for months, often descending
into violence between police
and protesters. AP

Mobile internet disruptions
seen in Iran amid water protests

Dubai: Mobile phone internet
service in Iran is being dis-
rupted a week into protests in
the country’s southwest over
water shortages, a monitoring
group said Thursday, unrest
that has seen at least three peo-
ple killed.

Internet-access advocacy
group NetBlocks.org attrib-
uted part of the disruption to
“state information controls or
targeted internet shutdowns.” It

identified the outages as begin-
ning July 15, when the protests
began in Khuzestan amid a
drought affecting the oil-rich
region neighboring Iraq.

While landline service con-
tinues, NetBlocks warned its
analysis and user reports were
“consistent with a regional
internet shutdown intended to
control protests.”

The effects represents “a
near-total internet shutdown

that is likely to limit the pub-
lic’s ability to express political
discontent or communicate
with each other and the outside
world,” NetBlocks said.

There was no acknowl-
edgement of an internet shut-
down in Iranian state media.
Iran’s mission to the United
Nations did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment.

AP
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Syria accuses Israel of carrying
out strike, 2nd this week

Damascus: Syria accused Israel
of carrying out an airstrike in
a central province early on
Thursday, the second such
attack in as many days. The
aerial attack caused material
damage, it said.

The country” state news
agency quoted an unidentified
Syrian military official as say-
ing the air defense systems shot
down most of the missiles in
the attack in the region of
Quseir in Homs province. The
report did not say what was tar-
geted.

There was no immediate
comment from Israel.

Neighbouring Lebanon’s
president, Michel Aoun, urged
his foreign minister to protest
with the United Nations the use

of Lebanese airspace to carry
out attacks on Syria. Lebanese
media meanwhile reported that
arocket fell inside Lebanon —
in Lahfed, a village in the
north — on Thursday, causing
a large crater in the ground.

Israel has launched hun-
dreds of strikes against Iran-
linked military targets in war-
ravaged Syria over the years but
rarely acknowledges or dis-
cusses such operations. Late
Monday, Syria reported an
Israeli airstrike near northern
Aleppo province, but did not
elaborate.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, a war monitor that has
activists on the ground in Syria,
said Monday’s strikes targeted

weapons depots belonging to
Iranian-backed militiamen
operating in Aleppos Safira
region.

The group also confirmed
Thursday’s strikes, saying they
destroyed ammunition and
weapons depots belonging to
the Lebanese militant
Hezbollah group in Homs. The
Iran-backed group has been
operating in Syria for years, sid-
ing with President Bashar
Assad’s forces in the devastat-
ing civil war and helping the
government reclaim most of
the country.

Separately, the Israeli mil-
itary said it detained two peo-
ple after they were seen cross-
ing from south Lebanon into
Israeli territory. AP

Merkel: No way back
on German plan to
end N power use

Berlin: Chancellor Angela
Merkel on Thursday defended
her decision to end Germany’s
use of nuclear power next year,
but acknowledged that it will
make it harder to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in
the short term.

The decision, taken in the
wake of the Fukushima nuclear
disaster 10 years ago, is regard-
ed as one of the pivotal
moments during Merkel’s 16
years in office. Critics have said
the move places a burden on
Germany as it seeks to cut car-
bon emissions to zero by 2045.

“There are other countries
that choose differently so it will
be easier for them, in some
ways, to achieve climate neu-
trality; Merkel told reporters in
Germany. “I still believe that in
the long term nuclear energy

isn't a sustainable form of ener-
gy production.”

The phase-out of nuclear
power by the end of 2022 has
made Germany more reliant on
coal over the coming years
compared to France or Britain.
But the German Government
has also committed to ending
the burning of coal by 2038, a
goal Merkel said could only be
achieved by significantly
expanding the use of renewable
energy.

She rejected the idea that a
future Government might
reverse the nuclear decision,
saying that “for Germany, the
die is cast” and called instead
for greater efforts to expand
production of hydrogen, a car-
bon-free fuel that experts say
will be needed by the country”s
industry. AP

G20 environment Ministers
meet in Italy amid floods, fires

Naples: With forest fires raging in the US and Russia and floods
devastating parts of Western Europe, environment and energy
ministers from the Group of 20 industrialised countries gath-
ered Thursday for two days of talks ahead of November’s cru-
cial climate change conference. Host Italy is hoping the Naples
talks will help spur ambitious goals to be adopted at the COP26
conference in Glasgow, Scotland, which organisers have said rep-
resents “the world’s last best chance to get runaway climate change
under control” The Naples meetings Thursday and Friday are

focusing on three main themes:

biodiversity and protection of

oceans; promoting circular economies, particularly in the fash-

ion and textile sectors.

AP

Iran bypasses Hormuz Strait to export crude oil

Tehran: Iran on Thursday
began exporting crude oil for
the first time in the Gulf of
Oman, bypassing the strategic
Strait of Hormuz.

During a ceremony mark-
ing the inauguration of the pro-
ject, President Hassan Rouhani
called the plan “strategic”

Iranian state media
described the move as an indi-
cation that sanctions imposed
by the US were being defeated.
Washington placed sanctions

on Tehran after former US
President Donald Trump
pulled his country out of a
nuclear deal between Iran and
world powers.

The project, which began
in 2019 and will cost some $2
billion in total, helps Iran lessen
its dependency on its main oil
export terminal on the Persian
Gulf island of Kharg. The
shortcut also reduces trans-
portation and insurance
expenses for oil tankers.

The facility currently
allows the pumping of some
30,000 barrels of crude into
tankers per hour, via a floating
anchored offshore jetty, or sin-
gle point mooring. It is locat-
ed some seven kilometers (4.7
miles) off the coast.

“82 per cent of this project
has been completed and so far
more than 1.2 billion dollars
have been spent on this,” Oil
Minister ?Jan Zanganeh said.

AP
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Extract of Standalone and Consolidated Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter Ended 30th June 2021
(Rs. in Lakhs)
S. Particulars Standalone Consolidated
No. 3 Months ended |3 Months ended | 3 Months ended Year Ended 31st | 3 Months ended 3 Months ended | 3 Months ended Year Ended 31st
30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 March 2021 30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 March 2021
Unaudited | Audited (Refer Unaudited Audited Unaudited Audited (Refer Unaudited Audited
note. 2) note. 2)
1 Total Income from Operations 2.636.58 2.393.36 2.114.62 9,525.18 2.675.19 2.445.01 2.176.42 9.583.52
2 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax,Exceptional and/or 37.09 15.20 1.64 34.94 31.81 (50.51) (17.90) (55.32)
Extraordinary items)-from Continuing Operation
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax,Exceptional and/or - - - - - - - -
Extraordinary items)- from Discontinued Operation
3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional 37.09 15.20 1.64 34.94 31.81 (50.51) (17.90) (55.32)
and/or Extraordinary items)from Continuing Operation
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional - - - - - - - -
and/or Extraordinary items)- from Discontinued Operation
4 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional and/or 27.50 6.87 0.06 27.53 20.84 (59.76) (19.97) (63.79)
Extraordinary items)-from Continuing Operation
Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional and/or - - - - - - - -
Extraordinary items)- from Discontinued Operation

5 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional 27.50 6.87 0.06 27.53 20.84 (59.76) (19.97) (63.79)

and/or Extraordinary items)

6 Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising 27.50 8.85 0.06 29.51 14.60 (39.37) (21.68) (88.08)

Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
6 Paid-up equity share capital (Face value Rs.10/- each) 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48 1,025.48
P Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown in the - - - 3,781.78 - - - 3,346.25
Audited Balance Sheet of the previous year
8 Earnings Per Share (after extraordinary items)
(of Rs.10/- each)-from Continuing Operation
(a) Basic (Rs.) 0.27 0.07 0.00 0.27 0.20 (0.58) (0.19) (0.62)
(b) Diluted (Rs) 0.27 0.07 0.00 0.27 0.20 (0.58) (0.19) (0.62)
9 Earnings Per Share (after extracrdinary items) (of Rs.10/- each)
-from Discontinued Operation
(a) Basic (Rs.) - - - - - - - -
{b) Diluted (Rs) - - - - - - - -

10 Earnings Per Share (after extraordinary items) (of Rs. 10/- each)

(a) Basic (Rs.) 0.27 0.07 0.00 0.27 0.20 (0.58) (0.19) {0.62)
(b) Diluted (Rs) 0.27 0.07 0.00 0.27 0.20 (0.58) (0.19) (0.62)

Notes:

1 COVID - 19 pandemic has caused serious disruption on the global economic and business environment. There is a huge uncertainty with regard to its impact which cannot be reasonably determined at this stage. However,
the Company has evaluated and considered to the extent possible the likely impact that may arise from COVID-19 pandemic as well as all event and circumstances upto the date of approval of these Financial results on the
carrying value of its assets and liabilities as on 30.06.2021. Based on the current indicators of future economic conditions, the Company estimates to recover the carrying amount of these assets and to discharge its obligation
adequate liquidity is available. These estimates are subject to uncertainty and may be affected by the severity and duration of the pandemic. The Company is continuously monitoring any material changes in future economic
conditions.

2 The figures for the quarter ended March 31, 2021 are the balance figures between audited figures for the full financial and published year to date figures up to the third quarter of the previous financial year.

3 The figures for the previous periods have been regrouped/ rearranged, wherever considered necessary, to conform current period classifications.

4 The above results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors in their respective meetings held on July 21, 2021 .

Anil Khaitan

Place : New Delhi Chairman Cum Managing Director

Date : 21.07.2021 DIN 00759951

Politics foil
replacing
hazardous bridge
to Jerusalem site

Jerusalem: A rickety bridge
allowing access to Jerusalem’s
holy site is at risk of collapse,
according to experts. But the
flashpoint shrine’s delicate posi-
tion at ground-zero of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict has
prevented its repair for more
than a decade.

The tenuous state of the
Mughrabi Bridge has raised
fears of another disaster
months after a stampede at a
religious festival in northern
Israel left 45 people dead.

Days after the stampede
last May, a municipal engineer
hired by the Western Wall
Heritage Foundation inspected
the Mughrabi Bridge. Citing its
poor condition, he urged its
immediate replacement and
authorized its use only until
September. With a Supreme
Court lawsuit pushing for the
structure to be repaired, the
government could soon be
forced into taking action on a
problem that it has long evad-
ed due to its broad diplomatic
sensitivities with Jordan, the
Palestinians and the broader
Muslim world. AP

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that My
client namely Ranjana Jeremiah is
hereby cancelling the General Power
of attorney dated 7th February 2018
in favour of Biplap@Bipal (Which
includes their legal heirs) of the
property no. B143 C.R.Park New Delhi
back portion. Now they or their legal
heirs will have no right , title, or any
other claim qua the same and all the
power will remain in name of my client
Ranjana Jeremiah

SajalDhamija (Advocate),

$§-265, L.G.F.,Greate Kailash1,
New Delhi-110018

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform public in general

that Kotak Mahindra bank Itd has
organized an auction in below
mention respect of Vehicles.

VEHICLES FOR SALE
1) T_LP1512 REG. NO.

HR38AA2585-YOM -2020
2) T_LP1512 REG. NO.

HR38AA7498-YOM -2020
3) T_LP1512 REG. NO.

HR38AA4759-YOM-2020
UNDER HYPOTHECATION WITH
M/S KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK
IS UNDER SALE IN ITS
“AS IS WHERE IS CONDITION”
INTERESTED PARTIES CAN GIVE
THEIR QUOTATIONS WITH IN 07

DAYS AT
KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK
3RD FLOOR, PLOT NO 7, SECTOR
125,NOIDA-201313  OR
CONTACT : SUNIL KUMAR
KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK LTD.
CONTACT NO. 9643819369

| COURT NOTICE |
In the court of the Principal Judge Family
Court East Singhbhum Jamshedpur
Maintenance Case No. 08/2020

Vandana Sharma...... .... Petitioner

Govind Shamra V .Respondent
To, Govind Sharma S/O Dharamnath
Sharma @ Dharamnath Singh R/O Ujjawal
Man Power Consultant, 2" Floor, Sant
Nagar East Kailash Nehru Place Delhi, NCR
110065.
Permanent Address: Govind SharmaS/0
Dharamnath Sharma @ Dharamnath
Singh, R/O Village Rampur Ratnakar
Sarsai, P.S. Sarai, P.O. Rampur, Rathakar
Dist Vaishali Bihar
Whereas the applicant Vandana Sharma
has filed the case in this court U/s 125 of
Crpc, notice have beenissued through the
registered post but you have failed to
appear before this court. You are hereby
directed to appear before this court
virtually through
https://meet jit.si/principaljudgejsr on
26th day of July 2021 at 10:30AM, to
answer the same failing which the case
shall be heard Ex Parte in your absence in
accordance with law. Given under my
hand and seal of this court 7" Day of July
2021
(Niraj Kumar Srivastav}
Principal Judge Family Court
East Singhbhum Jamshedpur




